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Concession and Exhibit Standards

General:
These conditions establish minimum standards and criteria under which a
registrant will be offered a license to participate at the Northern Wisconsin State
Fair (NWSF).  These standards apply not only to new applicants for concession
or exhibit licenses, but also to those who may be requesting extension of a
license for continued participation. Any concessionaire or exhibitor failing to
satisfy these criteria places their license to participate at the fair in jeopardy.

The Northern Wisconsin State Fair seeks to present the best quality,
professional, customer service oriented exhibits and concessions offered by as
wide a variety of qualified business enterprises as possible and practical. All
applicants are given equal consideration based on the applicant’s ability to:

1. Meet the criteria specified herein and on the Commercial Space
Application Form.

2. Present an attractive, professional display.
3. Offer unique products/services of high quality.
4. Meet financial responsibilities and all license obligations by specified

dates.
5. Conduct business in an ethical and professional manner.

Demonstrable experience, documented management expertise, references and a
record of serving events of comparable size, duration and quality in the
concession and exhibit field, as well as quality of proposed presentation shall be
major factors in consideration for a license.

The NWSF shall exercise their best judgment in determining which new
commercial exhibits and concessions will best serve the interest of its patrons.
Among the factors to be considered in this process are:

1. Availability of appropriate commercial space.
2. Health and safety of Fair patrons.
3. Extent to which the proposed product/service duplicates those of other

commercial exhibits and concessions.



4. Appropriate mixture and balance of products and services available
throughout the Fairgrounds.

5. Originality and quality of the proposed products or services.
6. Experience and financial stability.
7. Quality of presentation and professionalism demonstrated.
8. Other factors as the NWSF deems appropriate in determining its best

interests and those of its patrons.

Concessions and Commercial or Institutional Exhibits

1. The first responsibility of all concessionaires and exhibitors is to Fair
visitors.  Concessionaires and exhibitors are to conduct themselves in
a responsible, business-like manner and will be held responsible for
the acts, omissions, representations, appearance, cleanliness, conduct
and behavior of their employees.

2. Concessions and exhibits must be professionally constructed and of
substantial structural integrity, as well as clean, aesthetically attractive,
well maintained and of a design and appearance which is presentable,
acceptable and approved by the NWSF. All construction and
equipment proposed for use on the Fairgrounds must first have the
approval of the NWSF. Such approval will only be given after complete
architectural plans, photos and/or specifications for such equipment
are submitted for review and approval.

3. Concessions and exhibits shall comply with requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, meet all applicable building, fire,
safety, sanitation, electrical and plumbing codes and the operators of
same must obtain all appropriate licenses for operation.

4. Licenses are issued for the exhibition or sale of specified goods,
products and/or services. The sale or exhibition of any product,
service, food or beverage which is not specified in the license shall be
disallowed.

5. Concessions and exhibits should be themed with the design and
signage of the display being unique and relate to the product or service
presented.

6. Concessions and exhibits shall have professional signage which
clearly indicates the company, concession and/or exhibit name,
product(s) and/or service(s) being exhibited and prices of products
sold.

7. Concession and exhibit staff shall be clean, neatly attired, and tidy in
personal appearance, hygiene and dress at all times, with uniform
apparel where appropriate, particularly in food and beverage
operations.

8. Concession, exhibit and display areas must be adequately staffed and
in operation during prescribed hours every day of the Fair.

9. Display showcases shall be in good repair and adequately lighted to
highlight the product(s) sold or exhibited. Tables and counters in



concessions and exhibits must be neat, clean, draped and finished on
all sides exposed to the public. Product and supply storage must be
concealed from public view. Exhibitors and concessionaires are
encouraged to carpet their booth space with clean attractive flooring
which is taped down on all edges and does not exceed the space
dimensions.

10. Lighting to highlight the overall exhibit or concession may be
necessary to properly emphasize the product(s) or service(s)
presented.

11. Product or service demonstrations, when applicable, are acceptable
and for such purposes, sound equipment may be used only with the
prior approval of the Board of Directors with respect to time, place,
manner and volume.

12. Adequate insurance coverage shall be required for all concession and
exhibit operations.  A Certificate of Liability Insurance with a minimum
of $1,000,000 liability coverage is required with the concession/exhibit
owner indicated as the primary insured and Northern Wisconsin State
Fair, Inc. listed as additionally insured. This Certificate must be
received by NWSF office two weeks prior to the opening of the NWSF.

13. Compliance with NWSF waste management and recycling programs,
policies and procedures is a requirement placed on all concessionaires
and exhibitors.

Food and Beverage Concessions
In addition to the preceding, the following will be required for all food/beverage
concessions.

1. Food and beverage concessions must sell only quality, wholesome
foods and beverages at reasonable prices.

2. Food and beverage concessions shall meet all health and sanitation
standards of the Wisconsin Department of Health. All food service
equipment and utensils must meet National Sanitation Foundation
(N.S.F.) standards.

3. Food and beverage product(s) shall be well displayed and represented
“up front”, visible to the public. Products shall be served in appropriate
containers and/or wrappings with proper utensils, napkins, etc. readily
available to aid in their consumption.

4. Food and beverage concessions shall be self-contained, with all
equipment such as freezers, refrigeration, product storage, and
beverage canisters located within the concession area.

5. Uniqueness of product(s) and contribution to total food and beverage
variety will be a factor, particularly when establishing consideration for
a license.

6. Multiple food products shall be limited.
7. Themed concessions may be allowed multiple food items provided

they are authentic food and beverage(s) related to the theme.



8. Concessions that are trailer mounted or a “roll-off” style shall be skirted
to the ground.

All concessions and exhibits shall abide by the rules, regulations, policies and
procedures set for.

NWSF shall have the absolute right and discretionary power to interpret, alter,
add, cancel, or vary any of these standards in individual cases, except where
such changes would contravene local, state or federal statutes.

Definitions and Explanations:

State Fair:
An annual exhibition conducted by the Northern Wisconsin State Fair
Association, Inc.

Fairgrounds:
That certain areas of land located in Chippewa Falls, WI described by and
recorded with the Chippewa County Register of Deeds including the area outside
as well as inside the fenced portion there in.

Board of Directors:
Local volunteers selected to oversee the management and operations of the
Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds.

Commercial Space:
Areas and locations on the Fairgrounds to be used for commercial exhibits and
concessions.

Commercial exhibits are places at the Fairgrounds to educate, inform, evoke
public interest and create business opportunity.  Concessions are placed to
provide hospitality, shopping opportunity, entertainment and to serve the needs
and wishes of a large, diverse audience.

It is the policy and goal of the NWSF to seek out and grant licenses for the
presentation of best-quality commercial exhibits and concessions.  It is further
the policy and goal of the NWSF that available commercial space is occupied by
as wide a variety of business enterprises as possible and practical.

Placement and management of commercial exhibits and concessions at the
Fairgrounds are the proprietary rights of the NWSF to be exercised exclusively
on behalf of its audience. This right may be accomplished by operating its own
commercial exhibits and concessions or; as an alternative, issuing licenses which
allow qualified independent parties to so operate. A combination of both
procedures may prove best when implemented with discretion and judgment.



Competitive Exhibitor:
Any person who enters animals or articles for competitive exhibition at the
Fairgrounds.

License:
An agreement where by the NWSF grants to an entity the privilege to exhibit,
disseminate information, sell, make deliveries or accept deposits for future
deliveries of good, services or information on or from an assign Fairgrounds
commercial space during a designated period of time. Licenses will be offered in
accordance with the commercial space policy and if commercial space is
available.

License rate:
Rates charged concessionaires and exhibitors for participation at the Northern
Wisconsin State Fair.

License Transfer:
Licenses may not be sold, transferred, assigned or devised by will.

Duration and extension of Licenses:
Licenses are valid for a designated period of time as agreed in writing.

The fact that an operator has entered into an agreement for a designated period
does not create a right nor should it create an expectation that the agreement will
be extended for any subsequent term.  NWSF reserves the right at its sole
discretion to not grant a new license for a subsequent term.

The NWSF shall annually review all license agreements in consideration of
offering a license for another term to operators from the previous term.  The
review will be based on new or changing public needs, physical changes and
performance of the operator as measured by established standards.  NWSF
reserves the right to not grant a new license at any time when it has determined
that it is in the best interest of its patrons not to do so.

Grounds, space alterations or other operational changes as determined
exclusively by the NWSF may make it necessary to alter or eliminate certain
previously available commercial space from one year to the next.  In such an
instance, the NWSF may either offer an alternative location or elect to not grant a
new license.

License extension procedures:
The NWSF will send notices to operators who held licenses during the
immediately preceding term and subsequently are given an opportunity to obtain
a new license. An acknowledgment and acceptance of the location assigned,
deposits and other terms must be returned within 10 days of original mailing. Any



requests for change in location, purpose or products must be noted on the
acceptance.

New Licenses:
In furtherance of our stated policy to seek out best-quality commercial exhibits
and concessions, the NWSF may solicit and receive written proposals from
independent parties having an interest in obtaining licenses at the Fairgrounds.
Proposals may be submitted at any time; they must be detailed in accordance
with specifications provided in the Commercial Exhibit Application form. The
NWSF shall exercise their best judgment in determining if changes in the present
commercial space allocation are necessary and, if so, which new commercial
exhibits or concessions would best serve the interests of the NWSF and its
patrons.

Personal Property:
All privately owned buildings, tents, booths, structures, improvements, business
equipment, fixtures or enclosures, whether portable or permanently affixed to
NWSF property are personal property. A private party is precluded from holding
any interest in real property on the Fairgrounds.

Personal property built and/or stored on Fairgrounds property must have NWSF
authorization.

Utilization of personal property by other groups or events must be mutually
agreed upon by personal property owner(s), NWSF administration and event
management.

Personal property on NWSF property may be transferred or sold under the
following conditions:

1. NWSFA, Inc. has first option to purchase personal property.
2. NWSF Board of Directors must approve all sales and/or transfer of

personal property on Fairgrounds.

Personal property used for events may not be left on Fairgrounds property unless
approved by NWSF.

NWSF reserves the right to remove or ask licensee to remove any personal
property from the Fairgrounds.


